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SMT. SONIA GANDHI LAUNCHES NRI.M FROM BANSWARA
NATIONAL RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION TO
PAVE WAY FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

-UPA CHAIRPERSON

Jaipur, 03 June. Chairperson of UPA and National Advisory
Council Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched ambitious National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) from Banswara on Friday.

Addressing the huge gathering after releasing the Mission
document of NRIL.M in a function held at college ground in Banswara
Smt. Gandhi said it would pave way for independence and
empowerment of women and youth in rural area.

She said this programme would be helpful in improving the
financial condition and the quality of life of women belonging to poor
and weaker sections. Under the scheme 7 crore poor households would
be attached to Self Help Groups (SHGs) and till the end of the 12th five
year plan each Panchayat Samiti of the country would be included in
the scheme.

Remembering Loknayak of Mangarh Revolt Govind Guru Smt.
Gandhi said launching the National Rural Livelihoods Mission from
historical place of Banswara is a matter of happiness for all us. She said
people of Vagar region are well-known for their culture and tribal
heritage. Contribution made by late Shri Haridev Joshi, Bhikha Bhai
and Bhogi Lal Pandya for the development of this region can not be
forgotten, she added.

The UPA Chairperson said every possible effort should be made
to safeguard the traditions of the tribal region along with development.
The foundation stone for Dungarpur-Banswara-Ratlam rail line has
been laid with the aim of developing the region and it would give pace
to the development process in tribal region, she added.

Smt. Gandhi said to sent fruits of development to all sections
central and state governments are doing all efforts. Remembering
former Prime Ministers late Smt. Indira Gandhi and late Shri Rajiv
Gandhi the UPA Chairperson said they sacrificed their lives for the
unity and integrity of the country.

She said because of the efforts made by late Shri Rajiv Gandhi a
strong Panchayati Raj system has been established and more than 10
lakh elected women representatives are there. She said today 50 lakh
Self Help Groups (SHGs) are in existence and playing key role in
increasing confidence among women. She said to make SHGs more
effective the central government has decided to comnstitute a new
economic institution through which women attached to SHGs would be
provided Rs. 500 crore as loan.

She said women attached to SHGs are helping in implementation
of government schemes along with their own financial improvement.
She said social auditing decides responsibility and determines
participation of the society. She said programmes and schemes are
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made but the real challenge is to implement and execute those schemes
and programmes. For the successful execution of the schemes women
would be trained, she said. ‘ :

- The UPA Chairperson said Adivasis are foundation of the country
and Tribal LLand Rights Act has been enacted to protect their rights. She
said the Govt. of India is giving final form to the Food Security Act and
it would end malnutrition. She said with a view to provide all required
healthcare facilities to pregnant women and infants free of cost
Rashtriya Janani-Shishu Suraksha Karyakram has been launched
recently from Haryana.

Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot said today. UPA Chairperson
Smt. Sonia Gandhi has given three important gifts from the land of
Vagar and these programmes and projects would change the face and
future of the state. Ie showed his gratitude to Smt. Gandhi for
launching National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) and laying
foundation stone for Dungarpur-Banswara-Ratlam rail line from tribal
area of the state. He said the state government would provide Rs. 1200
crore to Railway for this rail line project.

Shri Gehlot assured the UPA Chairperson that state government

would do all efforts for the development of the tribal region. He said
around 9,000 crore rupees have reached to hands of people in the state
during last two years in MGNREGs. He said 2.25 lakh people in
Banswara and 1.25° lakh people in Dungarpur are employed in
MGNREGS.
) The Chief Minister said new development schemes are coming to
construct India as dreamt by late Shri Rajiv Gandhi. He said Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan, PMGSY, Rajiv Gandhi Vidhyutikaran Scheme, Mid-
day-Meal and MGNREGA are changing the.face of rural India.

Union Minister for Rural Devlopment Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh
said the government is doing all efforts to give pace to the rural
development. He said schemes run for the welfare of women and uplift
them financially have made women independent along with creating
confidence.

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Dr. C. P. Joshi
said Dungarpur-Banswara-Ratlam rail line would give new dimension
to the development of the region. He appealed to the tribal community
to remain aware for their rights.

In the beginning Secretary of Union Panchayti Raj Ministry Shri
B. K. Sinha gave details about the National Rural Livelihood Mission.

Union Minister for Housing and Poverty Alleviation Kumari
Selja, Union Minister of State for Communication Shri Sachin Pilot,
Union Minister of State for Finance Shri Namonarayan Meena, Union
Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri Mahdev Singh Khandela,
Tribal Area Development Minister of Rajasthan Shri Mahendrajeet
Singh Malviya, MP Tarachand Bhagora and other local leaders were

also present on this occasion. Shri Prabhat Goswami conducted the
programme.
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